The chronic mentally ill and the criminal justice system: when to call the police.
Certain mentally ill patients who repetitively commit minor crimes as part of their lifestyle rather than because of psychotic thinking are best managed by a cooperative effort between the criminal justice and the mental health systems. This effort, which is based on the belief that such patients should be dealt with as any other responsible citizen who commits a crime, involves educating and supporting the patients, the patients' families, and criminal justice professionals throughout the entire judicial process. The involvement of the criminal justice system is not a substitute for treatment by the mental health system, nor should arrest or incarceration be used simply because mental health treatment is unavailable.